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February 19, 2018

Paul R. D’ Amato, Esq.

D’Amato Law Firm

2900 Fire Road, Suite 200

Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey 08234

Re: Death of Tiffany Valiante
Dear Mr, D’ Amato:

At your request, [ have reviewed the following material pertaining to the death of: Tiffany
Valiante (Valiante): :

1) Investigative Report by H. Louise Houseman, including, but not limited to;

a) Medical Examiner’s file

b) Sworn Statements of Engineer and Student Engineer

¢) Valiante's uncle, Michael Valiante 's Statement to Medical Investigator at scene
2) Photographs at scene of body recovery and at the morgue

History

On July 12, 2015 at 11:07 p.m., New Jersey Transit train ran over and mangled a female human
body on the train tracks between Cologne Avenue and Genoa Avenue, Galloway Township,
Atlantic County, NJ. The Medical Investigator arrived on scene July 13 at 12:45 a.m., according
to the official Report of Investigation by Medical Examiner. An external examination of
collected remains was performed by Daksha Shah, M. D., designated medical examiner on July
14,2015, at the Shore Medical Center in Somers Point, New Jersey. Numerous photographs
were taken at the scene of death and at the morgue.

Recovered remains were received in a body bag sealed with lock #0002700 with an attached
tan identification tag(s) with the number 01-15-0410 and the name Valiante, Tiffany.
Identification was reportedly visually established by the decedent's uncle, Michael Valiante.
The medical examiner’s external examination started at about 12:00 p.m. and was completed at
about 12:50 p.m.

Death Scene Investigation

This apparently unnatural death was treated with the assumption that the death was a suicide.
This bias negatively affected the way in which the scene was processed by all members of the
team, both responding police and medical examiner’s staff. A basic tenet of death scene
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investigation was violated, “Treat the location as a crime scene until assessed and detelmmed to
be otherwise.”!

Duties of the Medical Examiner

It is the primary job of the medical examiner to establish the identity of any human remains whose cause
of death is suspicious of being unnatural. Additional deaths coming under medical examiner jurisdiction
generally also include unidentified apparently human remains, death while in police or other official
custody or due to disease, that may constitute a threat to public health.

In the case of the remains described above, it is my opinion, within reasonable medical certainty the
following duties were not performed:

1. Take charge of the remains at the scene of discovery?

2. Scientifically determine the identity of the female deceased
3. Determine the cause of death

4. Make a defendable determination of the manner of death

Scene Procedures

The processing and recovery of the remains was left to New Jersey Transit Police. This resulted in an
incompletely documented and disorganized investigation and recovery. My analysis of the scene and
morgue photographs showed the random way in which the scene was processed. The recovered
fragments, including those photographed with and without numbered cards were packaged together
without indication of site of recovery for examination by the medical examiner. The lack of detailed
description of the collected remains further complicated the determination of the cause and manner of
death. The incomplete investigation began with the lack of the medical examiner taking charge of the
remains and ensuring proper documentation and recovery.

Identity of the Deceased

Neo scientific identification of the remains was made or attempted. Identity was assumed based
upon a purported visual recognition by Valiante's uncle, Michiael Valiante. Given the extreme
mangling of the clearty human remains, no recognition of visible features was possible, no attempt
to reconstitute the face was made. No scientific estimate of the stature of the victim was
attempted, which could have been done by recovery and piecing together of the femurs, or spinal
column length® whose lengths have been scientifically correlated with stature. Since Valiante was
reported to have been 6’3" on the Oakcrest High School website, quite tall for a girl, a
scientifically estimated height consistent with 6’3 could have made the identification more
probable. The examination report lists the weight of the remains as approximately 180 to 200
pounds.” It is not stated that they were weighed. No historical weight of Valiante is noted in the
medical examiner’s report for comparison. No unique physical features were looked for such as
metal prostheses, surgical procedures, healed fractures or unique tattoo was known or ruled in or
out. A scene photograph of only a single, injured, kidney was produced; it is undetermined if the
victim had two kidneys. No dental or fingerprint comparison was attempted. Although DNA
specimen was preserved consisting only of some blood on the bracelet on the victim’s wrist, not

! Crime Scene Investigation-Guide for Law Enforcement. Washington, D.C.: U. S. Department of Justice, 2000:11
2 New Jersey Statutes annotated, N.J.S.A, § 52:17B-87.

3 Jason DR, Taylor K. Estimation of stature from the length of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar segments of the
spine in American whites and blacks. J Forensic Sci 1995;40{1):59-62,
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blood or tissue from the remains, no attempt to make positive identification by comparison with
her known natural parents was attempted. All the above methods of positive identification are
routinely used in aircraft crashes where mangled and visually unidentifiable remains are
recovered. Since the recovered remains except for the specimen taken for DNA comparison were
cremated, only DNA identification is now possible.

Cause of death

It is my opinion, within reasonable medical certainty, that the cause of death of Tiffany Valiante
was undetermined. No identification or examination of the victim’s heart wasrecorded by the
medical examiner. No microscopic examination of any of the victim’s organs was done to look
for possible serious natural disease. No complete radiography of the recovered remains was
performed. Thus, the presence of a bullet which could have caused the death was not ruled out.

- All other unnatural and natural causes have not been ruled out. The completely negative
toxicological analysis of the liver and purported stomach contents makes death due to poisoning
highly improbable. It is curious that the stomach was sufficiently identifiable to allow
submission of stomach contents, yet the heart was not described to rule out heart disease or pre-
mortem injury.

Manner of Death

With no cause of death known, no manner of death, natural or unnatural can be determined. The
story that the victim jumped onto the tracks is suspect. The victim may have been sleeping or
already dead when strick by the train. 1 have personally investigated a death, which turned out
to be a murder by strangulation in which that victim’s body was placed with her neck on a
railroad track, her body below the neck outside the tracks. Petechial hemorrhages were apparent
in the conjunctivae, suspicious for strangulation. Police investigation resulted in arrest and
conviction.

I reserve the right to amend or supplement this report upon receipt of additional information.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Jason,

Diplomate in Anatomic and Forensic Pathology
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